
In 

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

* * * * *  

h e  Matter of: 

FARMERS RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 1 
CORPORATION'S REQUEST FOR DEVIATION 1 CASE NO. 9436 
FROM REGULATION 807 KAR 5:041, 1 
SECTION 1 7 ( 1 )  1 

O R D E R  

The Commiss ion  received u letter on September 3 ,  1985, 

from Fanners Rural Electr ic  C o o p e r a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n  ("Fanners"), 

i n  wh ich  it requested a deviation from 507 KAR 5:041, S e c t i o n  

17(1). T h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  se ts  forth t h e  e l ec t r i c  meter t e s t i n g  

p r o c e d u r e s  to  be f o l l o w e d  by a u t i l i t y  and  s p e c i f i e s  t h e  a c c u r a c y  

s t a n d a r d s  t o  which t h e  m e t e r s  m u s t  p e r f o r m .  The a c c u r a c y  

s t a n d a r d s  se t  f o r t h  for A.C. Wat t -hour  meters r e q u i r e  t h e  

performance of t h r e e  specified t e s t s ,  two a t  100  percent power 

f a c t o r  a n d  o n e  a t  SO p e r c e n t  power f ac to r .  Farmers h a s  r e q u e s t e d  

t o  be exempted  f r o m  p e r f o r m i n g  field tests o n  s i n g l e - p h a s e ,  

s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  meters a t  a 50 p e r c e n t  power f a c t o r  

load.  Fa rmers  would  c o n t i n u e  t o  perform t h e  r e q u i r e d  field 

tests at 100 p e r c e n t  power f a c t o r  load. 

The Comminaian r s q u s s t o d  additional i n f o r m a t i o n  and o n  

November 4 ,  1965, Farmers filed a r e s p o n s e  s t a t i n g  t h a t  it l a c k e d  

t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e q u i p m e n t  to  field t e e t  r e s i d e n t i a l  metere a t  a 5 0  

p e r c e n t  power factor l o a d .  The e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  t o  purchase t h e  

equipment w a s  $2,000. All new, s i n g l e - p h a s e ,  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  

r e s i d e n t i a l  meters would  continue to  be t e s t e d  i n  Farmers' 



I 

l a b o r a t o r y  a t  a 5 0  p e r c e n t  power  fac tor  l o a d .  F a r m e r s  f u r t h e r  

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  new r e s i d e n t i a l  meters do not  have a simple screw 

a d j u s t m e n t  for 50 p e r c e n t  power  fac tor  a n d ,  as a c o n s e q u e n c e ,  a n y  

a d j u s t m e n t  would  be a t ime-consuming  t a s k .  F a r m e r s  h a s  made spot  

c h e c k s  of r e s i d e n t i a l  l o a d s  and  t h e  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  

c u s t o m e r s '  power f ac to r  t o  be c o n s i s t e n t l y  above 90 p e r c e n t .  

Based  upon  t h e  e v i d e n c e  of r e c o r d  and  b e i n g  a d v i s e d ,  t h e  

Commission is of t h e  o p i n i o n  a n d  h e r e b y  finds t h a t :  

1. The d e v i a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  by F a r m e r s  w i l l  l i k e l y  r e d u c e  

t h e  cost  to  its c u s t o m e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  i ts  meter t e s t i n g  p r o g r a m  

a n d  therefore should be granted.  

2. The C o m m i s s i o n ' s  r e g u l a t i o n  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  a c c u r a c y  

s tandards  for e lec t r ic  meters is d e s i g n e d  to  insure t h a t  

customers are a c c u r a t e l y  c h a r g e d  f o r  t h e  q u a n t i t y  of s e r v i c e  

consumed and  t o  p r o v i d e  a s t a n d a r d  m e t h o d o l o g y  for r e c a l c u l a t i n g  

bills when t h e  c u s t o m e r ' s  m e t e r  proves t o  be i n a c c u r a t e .  

3. The Commission r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  p u r s u a n t  to  807  KAR 

5:041(l)(c) a r e c a l c u l a t i o n  of a bill due t o  an i n a c c u r a t e  meter 

is based o n  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  t w o  tes ts  p e r f o r m e d  a t  a 1 0 0  

percent power f a c t o r  l o a d .  

4 .  Farmers s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  l a b o r a t o r y  t e s t  a t  a 50  

percent power fhc tor  l o v a l  a l l  now oingls-phaao, n e 1  f - c o n t a i n e d  

r e s i d e n t i a l  e lectr ic  m e t e r s  to  i n s u r e  t h e i r  a c c u r a c y .  

5 .  Based o n  Farmers' r e s i d e n t i a l  load tests i n d i c a t i n g  

power f a c t o r s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a b o v e  9 0  p e r c e n t  and  t h e  t i m e  and  cost  
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n e c e s s a r y  to  a d j u s t  a meter’s a c c u r a c y  a t  a 50 p e r c e n t  power 

f a c t o r  l o a d ,  t h e  d e v i a t i o n  g r a n t e d  h e r e i n  s h o u l d  e x t e n d  to  f i e l d  

t e s t i n g  and l abora tory  t e s t i n g  of r e s i d e n t i a l  meters o t h e r  t h a n  

new meters. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED t h a t :  

1. F a r m e r s  be and  i t  h e r e b y  is g r a n t e d  a d e v i a t i o n  f r o m  

8 0 7  RAR 5r041, Section 17(1) e x e m p t i n g  it from t h e  pe rEormance  of 

m e t e r  tests a t  a 50 p e r c e n t  power f ac to r  load on a n y  

s i n g l e - p h a s e ,  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  electric m e t e r ,  e x c e p t  

new meters. 

2 .  F a r m e r s  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  comply  w i t h  a l l  m e t e r  

t e s t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  as se t  f o r t h  by t h e  Commission for all new 

s i n g l e - p h a s e ,  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  meters a n d  a l l  o t h e r  

meters . 
3. F a n n e r s  s h a l l  f i l e  new t a r i f f s  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h i s  

d e v i a t i o n  w i t h i n  20 d a y s  from t h e  d a t e  of t h i s  Order .  

Done a t  F r a n k f o r t ,  K e n t u c k y ,  t h i s  10th day of Deanher, 1985. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

ATTEST: 

Secret d r y  


